
Protect Lake Hopatcong
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Geese will gather where they are fed 
and refuse to move on.

Canada geese do not need food 
from humans. Even baby geese, or 
goslings, are able to find nutritionally 
appropriate food for themselves. 

Feeding geese “human food,” like 
bread, is not only unhealthy for them, 
it also hastens their digestive process, 
increasing defecation. 

 DON’T FEED GEESE
One of the best and most cost-effective ways to 
reduce Canada geese problems is to modify their 
habitat around the lake, so it doesn’t appeal to them. 

Canada geese are grazers and their favorite food is 
grass. They are most comfortable foraging and nesting 
in open grassy areas along shorelines where they can 
easily see and escape predators.

To make an area less attractive to geese, reduce lawn 
areas and sight lines by incorporating a vegetative 
buffer along shorelines, creating a barrier between 
grassy areas and water. 

A general rule of thumb is to create a vegetative buffer 
along as much of the shoreline as possible with native 
plants that are at least knee-high. 

    DO MODIFY THEIR HABITAT
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DID YOU 
KNOW?

A Canada goose 
poops about 

28 times a 
day, producing 

up to 2 lbs. 
of droppings 

daily!

Goose poop can 
contaminate 

lake water with 
bacteria like E. coli 

and Salmonella 
making it unsafe for 

swimming!  

Goose poop increases 
phosphorus levels in the 
lake, promoting harmful 

algae blooms. In fact, four 
adult geese can produce as 
much phosphorus as one 

septic system!

It is estimated that just 
one adult goose can 

produce a half pound   
of phosphorus per year, 
which has the potential 
to produce 550 lbs. of 

wet algae! 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
Here are two simple and effective  
methods to assist with the reduction  
of Canada geese on Lake Hopatcong.

Hold camera 
over image

SCAN ME
for recommended 
plants for buffers

SCAN ME
for more info on 

goose management

www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/HSUS%20Canada%20goose%20Mgt%20Plan%202019.pdf
www.solitudelakemanagement.com/recommended-vegetation-species-to-plant-around-your-lake-or-pond/

